
Many of you have been 
submitting pictures and 

bringing them by the office 
for us to use in the 
upcoming Pictorial 

Directory.  This Sunday, 
one hour before the 

“Preparing for Christmas” 
event and half an hour 

afterward we’ll be taking 
pictures of those individuals 
and families who want us to 
take them. No appointment 

necessary! 

Issue 35                                                                                                                   DeIssue 35                                                                                                                   Decemcember 1, 2014ber 1, 2014  

www.1stchurch.orgwww.1stchurch.orgwww.1stchurch.org   

ONLINE ALL THE TIME!ONLINE ALL THE TIME!  

Christmas memories 
page 4 

The heat is on in Kuldiga 
page 3 

Empty seats—by Rev. Nance 
page 2  
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May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in 
believing, so that you may abound in hope by the 

power of the Holy Spirit. 
Romans 15:13 

 

Advent is underway and that means preparations are 
underway for the birth of Christ. The Sanctuary, Asbury 
Hall, and Wesley Hall are all decorated for a season 
filled with special events.  
 

Run to Bethlehem - Morning Glory Cantata  
 

Preparing for Christmas  
(information for both on the right) 

 
Kneel at the Manger - Chancel Choir Cantata  

(page 6) 
 

Contemporary Worship Special (page 2) 
 

Christmas Eve Worship (page 2) 
 
The spirit of the season fills the halls and rooms of 1st 
UMC this time of year as choirs bring us songs of 
HOPE, the ministers bring messages of HOPE, and 
volunteers work to bring HOPE to others through 
various ministries.  
 
Throughout this edition of The Church Bell you will find 
more information on all that is happening here at 1st 
UMC as well as more about the HOPE this season 
brings to everyone! 

How you can provide hope? 
page 6 

A service of carols celebrating the birth of Christ! 

THIS SUNDAY!THIS SUNDAY!  
8:15 AM8:15 AM  

ASBURY HALLASBURY HALL  

An evening featuring music from the children 
and youth, along with food and crafts. 

This Sunday!This Sunday!  

5:00  to 7:00 pm5:00  to 7:00 pm  



Empty seats 

I hope that each of you had a wonderful Thanksgiving! What a glorious time to be with family and friends to 
celebrate traditions and connections. There is great comfort in “the way we’ve always done it” and the dishes 
we “always” must have. I see no nutritive value at all in green bean casserole, but it just doesn’t seem like 
Thanksgiving without that mixture of cream of mushroom soup and the little fried onions. At least, I used the 
low-fat soup this year. 
 
As my family gathered– there were fifteen of us – I witnessed some of the “Clark traditions” and recipes around 
the kitchen. But there were the obvious differences. Many of you experienced it also in your families. This was 
the first Thanksgiving since my daddy died; it was the second Thanksgiving since my brother died. It was the 
twenty-first Thanksgiving we’ve observed since my mother’s death and it never seems to get easier. 
 But there were other changes, too. One of my sons was not there because of long-distance and work 
schedule. My ‘little nephews’ have deep voices and are taller than I am. My ‘baby nephew’ is in third grade. My 
sweet little nieces are not the eighteen year olds that are pictured on my shelf but they are 40-something with 
beautiful families. Young cousins are now old enough to decide to spend holidays with friends instead of family. 
 
I think we are all aware that the holiday season can be a sad and difficult time for those who are grieving. There 
is the obvious grief – the death of a loved one this past year; but we need to be aware of the grieving going on 
that we have not put words to. Time has flown by. Opportunities have been missed. We didn’t stay in touch like 
we meant to. Childhood disappeared.  We can become paralyzed by this grief or we can name it and then ask 
God to help us move on. Instead of pining about the past and regretting things we didn’t do, we can ask, “How 
will we celebrate this year?” We cannot ‘make up’ for things done or not done in the past, but we can claim 
today! We can claim this holiday season as a gift from God. Seeing it as a gift and not a burden helps us 
experience the love of Christ. When we do that, we can’t help but SHARE the love of Christ. 
 

Look around and be sensitive to those who are not singing “Joy to the World.” What can you do to help them 
name their grief and then help them move on? We don’t ever completely move away from our grief, but we can 
change how much it takes over or consumes us.  Where there are empty seats around you table, I pray they 
can be filled with precious memories and new possibilities. 

Catherine 
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Christmas Eve, December 24th 

2:00 pm—Worship service especially for children (Sanctuary) 

6:00 pm—Church Wide Dinner (Asbury Hall) 

7:00 pm—Contemporary Candlelight Service (Asbury Hall) 

7:00 pm—Traditional Candlelight Service (Sanctuary) 

10:00 pm—Traditional Candlelight Service (Sanctuary) 

10:30 am10:30 am  
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Off to a great start 1st News1st News  
As you look back on the memories of Thanksgiving 
2014, 1st United Methodist Church- Maryville has 
countless reasons to be thankful.  Over the past 
couple of months there has been a lot of prayer, talk, 
and action concerning the Great Heritage, Great 
Future stewardship and capital campaigns.  
 
Following Commitment Sunday (November 23rd) the 
stewardship campaign was well on track to meet its 
goals.  Meanwhile the Capital Campaign pledges so 
far have totaled $3.38-million.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 If you have not yet turned in your commitment cards, 
just drop them in the mail, bring them by the church 
office or bring them with you on Sunday.  

Sunday marked the beginning of the Advent season.  To 
help YOU prepare for the birth of Christ and the HOPE 
this season offers, members of the 1st UMC staff along 
with several members of the church have written daily 
devotionals to share. 
 
On the right are the places where you can find these 
words of hope each day online!  (For those of you not 
online, there will be a few copies available in several places 
throughout the church and we’ll print some here in the Bell.) 

 
www.1stmaryville.blogspot.com 

 
Sign up to get devotions sent to you each day via email. 
www.1stchurch.org  (in the Christmas 2014 section) 

 
 

Words of  

The members of our sister church in Latvia can rest a 
bit easier knowing they will have heat in their building 
this winter.  The congregation of 1st UMC gave $2500 
to Kuldiga UMC to get a heating system.  Here is the 
pastor’s thank you letter to Suzanne Stratton of the 1st 
UMC Outreach Committee.  
 
Dear Suzanne, 
 
Thank you for your wonderful news and please send 
our sincere thanks to your congregation and the 
permanent endowment fund board members for this 
wonderful gift of heat for the Kuldiga congregation.  As 
I wrote to Jim Hayes, it 
has been a big worry for 
the congregation, 
especially its elderly 
members.  What a great 
thing to announce on 
the anniversary of their 
founding this Sunday. 
 
God is preparing Kuldiga congregation to be a big 
blessing to their community and He is working through 
you.  Praise worship evenings are being established 
and God is providing not only the praise group but 
hungry souls that will be fed through them. 
 
 All of your brothers and sisters in Latvia thank 
you!  Through your efforts, caring and sharing we are 
getting closer to being a church that is not just 
surviving but a blessing to those who have not yet 
opened up to God's love.           
 
In Christ's fellowship,  

Gita  

Spare change makes a difference 

A note of thanks 

The Sojourner’s Sunday School asks you to praise God 
with them over the abundant way the Lord has used their 
“spare-change offering” to aid Good Neighbors of Blount 
County. 

The class accepted the challenge, presented by the 
speaker at the November 2013 Community Leaders 
Appreciation Dinner, to make a change in their needy 
neighbors lives by saving quarters and offering them to 
make a difference.  The class is rejoicing that in one year 

$614.73 has been given to the Good Neighbors ministry . 

http://www.1stmaryville.blogspot.com
http://visitor.r20.constantcontact.com/manage/optin?v=001LBos8BrBhyoI4xOEVTdsD8KnJnBNx2j6tEUvhYSuqe4d2STmA8fNFUqfLrSwVLEVeU4r6bA06eByBzH2Zuj4lNqM7jLybui5WzRyWqbv7Ydnldn7QBSqMexFeCSxrIr5Ea33_fu6JZBkFcusLdz7qgkqDOdfyJwE
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My fondest memory at Christmas timeMy fondest memory at Christmas time  
                                                                          Amelia GeissAmelia Geiss--ScottScott  

Sunday School Studies 

As a child growing up in the Moravian Church, I was privy 
to all the magical things that are so wonderful during 
Christmas. For me, The Moravian Church in Old Salem, 
North Carolina, was no different than any other church 
during most of the year. The sermons were usually over 
my head and I would try to find other distractions, which 
my parents would quickly stop with a stern look or firm 
hand.  
 
However, at Christmas time, all the tedious and 
monotonous rites during the week turned into something 
wonderful and exhilarating. This was especially true in 
regard to the Moravian Love Feast on Christmas Eve. This 
is a special service for the people of the church during 
which time all members of the church, as well as welcome 
visitors, can share a meal together. My memories of this 
service were sensory in nature as would be expected for a 
child. 
 
The first thing I would notice as our family entered the 
church were all the beautiful lights and displays. The entire 
hall was like a magical wonderland that glowed with 
brightness as if fairies had scattered golden dust 
everywhere. The majestic tree that occupied the front of 
the church was fully decorated with tinsel, bells, 
ornaments, and bows of all colors and descriptions. My 
mother and father probably noticed first the smell of the 
special coffee with a delicate cream that wafted all the way 
to the back of the room. Even I was allowed to sip some in 
moderation. The warm sweet buns with orange peels and 
cloves was another delight. What child does not like sweet 
treats on Christmas? The aromas from the multitude of 

beeswax candles 
that were positioned 
throughout the 
church came to my 
senses, and almost, 
but not quite, 
overwhelming the 
scent from the 
coffee I sipped. As I 
feasted on the sights and tasted the delights being offered, 
a new sensory impression came to me. The brass 
ensemble, made up of several members from the church, 
began playing beautiful carols that infected even the most 
Scrooge-like of people there with the spirit of Christmas. 
The musical part was even more important to me because 
one of the baritones was played by my older brother John. 
As I sipped my coffee and cream, ate my sweet buns, and 
listened to the beautiful carols resonating throughout the 
church, I knew I was one of the luckiest children in the 
world. At the end of the service, we would raise our lighted 
candles and sing together from “Morning Star.” 
 

Morning Star, my soul’s true light, tarry not, dispel my 
night! Morning Star, my soul’s true light, tarry 

not, dispel my night. Jesus mine, in me shine, in me 
shine, Jesus mine, fill my heart with light divine.  

 
These special memories always come back to me during 
the Christmas season. Is it any wonder that this is what I 
remember most at this time of year? 

Check out these studies, Sunday mornings at 9:15 am! 
 

Under Wraps, the Gift We Never Expected 
Bridge Builders, room 118 

 
Not a Silent Night—Adam Hamilton 

Christian Forum, room 123 
Challengers, room 129 

Disciples, room 215 
 

International Studies Series: Hebrews, Matthew, Luke, 
John, James, Ephesians 

Sojourners, room 126 
Bible Survey, room 213 

Garst, room 254 
 

Nineteen Boy Scouts from 1st UMC’s Troop 81 
made a lot of noise at their shooting sports 
camping trip a few weekends ago. Despite the 
16 degree weather, scouts fired black powder 
muzzle-load rifles, .22 rifles, threw tomahawks, 
shot arrows at the archery range, and 20 gauge 
shotguns at the skeet range.  

Troop 81 is sponsored by 1st UMC with Mr. 
Dean Moss serving as the Scoutmaster. 

Troop 81 News 



Christmas eve childcare help needed 

The children in the 4th through 6th grade Sunday 
School classes are busy keeping up their Advent 
Conspiracy .  They are spreading their message on 
post-it notes, pictures and by presenting this  “check” 
for various charities along with the words “This, 
Christmas, Give, More,$$, Attention, and Time.”   

Where to find the Shepherds and Wise Men? 

A special time for Children on Christmas Eve 

On December 24th, there will be a special worship 
service especially for children. This service will be at 
2:00 pm.  We’ll bring you more details in upcoming 
editions of the newsletter as well as online. 

For more information on this group of young adults send 
an email to: ya.firstchurchmaryville@gmail.com 

A welcome treat 

Just a few days before Thanksgiving some 
members of the Bridge Builders, young adults 
group, took time out of their schedules to bake 
pies for the Thanksgiving Welcome Table.  
These treats were served up on Thursday 
evening when more than 110 people came out 
to enjoy them and a great Thanksgiving meal. 
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New Sunday study 

Under Wraps:The Gift We 
Never Expected.   

This is an Advent 
experience exploring the 

character of God described 
in the Old Testament and 

then revealed through 
Jesus Christ. 

Sundays at 9:15 am 

Room 118 

Upcoming event: 

Tuesday, December 9th (5:00pm setup through cleanup)-  Come assist the 
Christian Living Sunday School class as they host the annual Christmas Party for 
inmates of the Blount County Jail and their families.  Food donations are also 
appreciated.  Location- Wesley Hall 

Children’s Corner                                                                          Children’s Corner                                                                          
Contact:   Denise Johns, djohns@fumc-maryville.org  

               Call 982-1273 or text to 865-679-0247    
Are you looking for a special way to help your church 
family this Christmas?  There is a very special 
opportunity coming up soon.  The church nursery is in 
need of childcare volunteers on Christmas Eve from 
6:45 pm to 8:15 pm.  Childcare will be provided for 
small children ages birth to 4-years-old.   

If you would be willing to serve in this way, please 
contact Denise Johns (information in the box in the top 
right corner) 

On December 3rd and 10th from 6:30 to 7:00 pm, 
Rev. Catherine Nance is presenting children in 
Kindergarten through 6th grade an opportunity to have 
an Advent study of their own.  

 

All the kids have to do is bring a Bible and a grown-up 
to Asbury Hall.  Everyone is also invited to have 
supper with Rev. Nance at 6:00 pm in Asbury Hall.  
(The meal is free.)  Come learn more about the 
Shepherds and the Wise Men and where to find them! 

THIS SUNDAY! 

5:00 TO 7:00 PM 

Asbury Hall 

mailto:ya.firstchurchmaryville@gmail.com
mailto:djohns@fumc-maryville.org


     In Matthew 25:34-40 
Jesus states, “But when I the King, 
shall say to those at my right, ‘Come, 
blessed of my Father, into the 
Kingdom prepared for you from the 
founding of the world.  For I was 
hungry and you fed me;  I was thirsty 
and you gave me water; I was a 
stranger and you invited me into your 
homes; naked and you clothed me; 
sick and in prison, and you visited 
me.’ Then these righteous ones will 
reply, ‘Sir, when did we ever see you 
hungry and feed you?  Or thirsty and 
give you anything to drink?  Or a 
stranger, and help you?  Or naked, 
and clothe you?  When did we ever 
see you sick or in prison, and visit 
you?”  “And I, the King, will tell them, 
‘When you did it to these my brothers 
you were doing it to me!” 
      As we look around at all of the 
problems in our own lives, in 
Maryville, in Tennessee, in the 
United States, and in the world, it can 
look overwhelming.  1.75 billion 
people are desperately poor, 1 billion 

people are hungry, millions of 
children are orphans, millions are 
trafficked into slavery, and pandemic 
diseases are gouging out entire 
nations.  There is so much, poverty, 
mental illness, disease, famine, and 
hopelessness.  We say, “Can any 
difference be made?” “Does God use 
people like me and if so how?”  “How 
can someone like me give people 
hope and make a difference? ”  
       A difference can be made.  God 
does want to use YOU as his 
servant.  The point of your life is to 
love Him and others.  God has given 
you specific gifts and will lead you to 
use them as He intends, if you learn 
to hear His voice and recognize the 
signs.  As you grow older, you can 
often look back at your life and see 
where God has used you as his 
hands and feet.  
      You can make an impact for God 
everyday!  If you are a Christian, 
God’s Holy Spirit is working through 
you and has filled you with love.  
Therefore, you will never run out of it!  

You can love family, friends, 
colleagues, people in your city, your 
state, your country and around the 
world and you will still have love to 
spare.   
       As Max Lucado says,”The truth 
is God doesn’t call the equipped.  He 
equips the called.”  God meets you 
wherever you are when you invite 
Him in:  No matter your age, 
geography, or where you are on your 
spiritual journey.  You are the called.  
You are the Christians.  You are 
Christ’s body in the world.  Mike 
Slaughter says “We are the only 
hands Jesus has to rebuild in broken 
places.  We are His only feet to 
march in the war against poverty and 
injustice.  We are His only voice to 
share the good news of eternal life 
and offer hope to the hopeless.  Our 
bank accounts are the only fiscal 
resources He has to carry out the 
Father’s mission.  
       How will you show hope to those 
in the pew next to you, those in your 
town, those in your state, your 
country and around the world? 
 

How you can provide  How you can provide  to others? to others? --  Suzanne StrattonSuzanne Stratton  

From the Sanctuary to Asbury Hall, 
1st UMC is all decked out in holiday 
splendor.  From the towering 
Christmas tree and fruitful wreaths in 
the Sanctuary to the festive trees and 
giant wreaths in Asbury Hall, 
dedicated volunteers (and a few folks 
from the staff) made sure everything 
was ready before the first Sunday in 
Advent (November 30th). 
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(featuring the 1st UMC Chancel Choir, 
the Joy Singers Children’s Choir, a full 

orchestra and pipe organ) 

 
Saturday, December 13th  

 6:00 pm  
(taped for television) 

 
Sunday, December 14th  

10:30 am & 7:00 pm 

There will be a continuous shuttle on Sunday, December 14th for all choir and 
1st UMC members. The shuttle to the Porte Cochere from BEHIND the Junior 
High School will be from 7:45 am until 12:15 pm. This will save 70 parking 
spaces for our guests and members.  

More detailed information on the Cantata available in the last 
edition of The Church Bell and on www.1stchurchevents.org . 

The 33rd Annual Chancel Choir Cantata 

The Chancel Choir Cantata can also be seen Christmas Eve from Noon to 1:00 
pm on MyVLT and Christmas Day on WVLT at 6:00 am,4:00 pm & 5:00 pm. 

http://www.1stchurchevents.org/chancel-choir-cantata/


Sunday, December 7, 2014 
  7:35 AM  Morning Glory Chorus rehearsal, 249 
  8:15 AM  Morning Glory Worship, Asbury Hall 
  9:15 AM  Sunday School 
10:30 AM  Contemporary Worship, Asbury Hall 
10:30 AM  Traditional Worship, Sanctuary  
  4:00 PM  Celebration Singers, Celebration Bells,  
                 Jubilant Ringers, 
  5:00 PM  Preparing for Christmas, Asbury Hall 
Monday, December 8, 2014 
10:00 AM  Circle 3, 214 
  3:30 PM  Joy Singers, (4th-6th) 
Tuesday, December 9, 2014 
11:00 AM  Lunch for 60 plus, 215 
  5:00 PM  Jail Ministry Party, Wesley Hall 
  6:00 PM  Devoted Fitness, Asbury Hall 
  7:00 PM  AA, 128 
  7:00 PM  Orchestra rehearsal, Sanctuary 
  7:00 PM  Pickleball, Asbury Hall 
Wednesday, December 10, 2014 
  9:00 AM  Yoga, 254 
Recovery at Maryville, Asbury Hall 
   6:00 PM  Light Meal, Asbury Hall 
   7:00 PM  Worship, Asbury Hall   
   8:10 PM  Sharing Groups (assigned rooms) 
   6:45 PM  Joy Singers, Sanctuary 
   7:00 PM  Chancel Choir & Orchestra 
Thursday, December 11, 2014 
  6:00 AM  Men’s Bible Study, 214 
10:00 AM  Knit Together Ministry, 218 
   5:00 PM  Welcome Table, Asbury Hall 
   7:00 PM  AA, 128 
   7:00 PM  VFW 10855, 254 
Friday, December 12, 2014 
11:30 AM  Garst Class Christmas Party, Wesley Hall 
Saturday, December 13, 2014 
  6:00 PM  Chancel Choir Cantata, Sanctuary 

                HAPPENING AT HAPPENING AT   

Greeters: 

 8:15 Traditional 

 Suzanne & Amy Rhoden 
 Brian & Beth Cook                    

 10:30 Contemporary    

   John & Julie Elder 
    Russ & Callen Parsley 

 10:30 Traditional 

   Bud & Jeane Waters 
   Tina Meadows 
 

Kids Own Worship: 
Preschool 
Dave & Jen Flynn 
Elementary 
Darby & Emily Abbott 
    
Acolytes: 
Reid Waters 
Drew Barton 

Sunday commitments for Sunday 12/7/14Sunday commitments for Sunday 12/7/14  

Music Fund 
In Honor or Memory of  Given by 
Betty Snider   Rae Lippenberger 

Family Promise 
In Honor or Memory of  Given by 
Betty Kennedy   Bart & Pam McNealy 

Memorial Fund 
In Honor or Memory of  Given by 
Jack Stewart   Jerry &Lin Reichelt 

Welcome Table 
In Honor of Memory of  Given by 
Betty Kennedy   Ivanell Farber 
Jack Stewart   Ivanell Farber 
Betty Kennedy   Jane Cannon 

Memorials/HonorariumsMemorials/HonorariumsMemorials/Honorariums   

   Eloise Pearl McElhaney 
was baptized during the 
traditional service,Nov. 
9th.   
   Jeff & Mary McElhaney 
are the proud parents. 
Ann & Don McElhaney 
are the proud 
grandparents 

Welcome to 1st UMC!Welcome to 1st UMC!Welcome to 1st UMC!   

Rev. Ken & Mary Abbott joined 1st 
UMC on November 16th.  

    Lyla Grace 
Ragland was 
baptized at 1st 
UMC on 
November 23rd.  

  Taylor and 
Briana Ragland 
are the proud 
parents.  

   Owen and 
Leslie Ragland 
are proud 
grandparents 

Rick & Bonnie Betteridge 
joined 1st UMC on 
November 30th. 
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This past weekend, some 
of the youth stayed after 
worship to help decorate 
the tree in Asbury Hall 

On Nov. 23rd the youth enjoyed a game night. 

Meet at Vienna Coffee House 

December 2nd,9th,&16th 

4:00 to 7:00 pm 

Parents, youth and anyone interested 
in youth group are welcome to stop 
by and Nathan will buy you a coffee 
or tea. 

Christmas Party 
Friday, December 19th 
Time and location TBA 

No youth worship on December 21st or 28th.  
Please use this time to visit with friends and 
family and enjoy the holiday season.  

https://www.facebook.com/MaryvilleFUMC
https://twitter.com/1stmaryville

